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Constitutional amendment to authorize the legislature by law to assist certain farmers and provide funds therefor.
(2/3-CA13s1(A))
Proposed legislation provides a constitutional amendment be placed on the ballot for the November 5, 2002 statewide election.
The proposed constitutional amendment authorizes the legislature to establish programs to assist farmers who voluntarily forgo
agricultural production for the purpose of protecting, conserving, or replenishing groundwater supply during periods of drought.
The amendment also authorizes the legislature to provide and maintain a permanent trust fund to provide revenue to assist
eligible farmers in the form of loans, grants, or other subsidies, and to provide revenue for the development and enhancement of
surface water resources.
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The cost of placing a constitutional amendment on the ballot would be minimal to the Department of Elections since funding
would already be provided for a statewide election.

If the constitutional amendment is adopted, the legislature is authorized to establish programs to assist farmers who voluntarily
forgo agricultural production for the purpose of protecting, conserving, or replenishing groundwater supply during periods of
drought.  Should such programs be established, expenditures would be incurred in future period. However, this amendment
does not address the structure of such programs and does not itself result in any additional expenditures.

If the constitutional amendment passes, proposed legislation provides that a permanent trust fund be established to fund the
program, however, the bill does not address the funding source.

If the constitutional amendment is adopted, the legislature is authorized to establish a permanent trust fund to provide revenue
farmers in the form of loans, grants or subsidies who voluntarily forgo agricultural production for the purpose of protecting,
conserving, or replenishing groundwater supply during periods of drought. However, this amendment does not address the
financing of such a trust fund and does not itself result in any change to governmental revenues.
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FARMING                 

Dual Referral Rules

Gregory V. Albrecht

CHIEF ECONOMIST

13.5.1 >= $500,000 Annual Fiscal Cost

13.5.2 >= $500,000 Annual Tax or Fee Change

Senate House

6.8(F) >= $500,000 Annual Fiscal Cost

6.8(G)  >= $500,000 Tax or Fee Increase
           or a Net Fee Decrease per year


